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I,. - . .. i MR. PARKER ACCEPTS GREAT FLOOD OF 1884 IN

CHALLENGE TO CONTEST. THE EAST MAY BE SURPASSED.
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THE DAMMING OP THE NILE CAUSES GREAT EXCITEMENT AMONG THE FIRST SETTLERS.

TEXAS PROMISES TO BREAK RECORDS
IN "STRIKES" AND SPECULATION.

The Oil Business Has Grown Like Magic--Wit- h

Hundreds of Thousands of Barrels
Gushing Up Every Day a New Mar-

ket Is in Sight

BT. J. C McNEALUS.
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Dallas. Tex., April 20. By actual record,
eighteen new oil companies were chartered
In Texas during tho week closed Saturday
night. Their capital stock approximates
$5,000,000. Kearly every city of the first
grade was represented In the new ventures.
Dallas put three of them on the list.

There Is no abatement to the oil fever In
..the Beaumont district; In fact, the fever
and excitement seems to be spreading. St.
Jo, up near Ked River, In Montague Coun-
ty, where the large asphaltum beds are.
Is having a boom In oil land and oil pros-
pecting. Lamb Springs, In Grimes County,
about sixty miles north of Houston, Satur-
day reports the keenest excitement ever
known In the county, and apparently with
good reason. Oil has been discovered and
numerous samples In bottles brought to
Navasota. A bulletin from that place
ays
"All one can hear on the street is oil.

Thousands of dollars are changing hands
every hour. Lands In Grimes County oil
fields that were bought a month or two
go for $10 per acre, sell readily now for
S0. Lands that were bought eight or ten

months ago for $2 per acre are held at $100

per acre. Nearly 260 persons of this clty
vJeft for Lamb Springs Saturday morning
'prospecting for oil, and before another
week passes nearly every man in the city
will have visited the oil fields. Lamb
Springs is the busiest place in Grimes
County."

Assistant General Manager S. M. English
returned Saturday to Dallas headquarters
Bf the POBtal Telegraph Company direct
from Beaumont. He declares he has never
before seen such excitement as prevails in
(he great oil center.

With Excitement.
"We have treble force,

Jias tho Western Union, during the
days, Beaumont," Mr. English.
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en Invade the telegraph offices in wild
scrambles, grab up a handufl of messages

run over them to see if there is any-

thing for them, so eager are they to get
replies to their telegrams for instructions
In oil deals and kindred matters. The
clerks can't get a chance to wait on them.
Everything els in the town is going on in
the same feverish, rushing way. Thero
must be at least 10,000 strangers in Beau-
mont, apparently all men of money and
anxious to get it in action. I couldn't get
a place to sleep in Beaumont; had to take
a train back to Houston every night. Hen
purchase a chair and sit and sleep on the
sidewalks all night. There are regular
chair-renter- s, who get good prices for seats.
Several persons are arranging .to ship in
large tents and several hundred cots to ac-
commodate the visitors."

One of the Standard Oil Company's em-
issaries, who has made three visits from
Beaumont to Dallas during the oil excite-
ment Bald to a well-know- n railroad man

Dallas, who asked him of the situation
the Standard's view point:

"Our Xolks are now thinking more seri- -
vosly than they have ever thought before.
When oil was first struck at Beaumont and

Interests was first being talked about, our
folks felt uneasiness; they considered
themselves able, with their Immense facili-
ties, their splendid business organizations,
ttielr long experience development and
thetr Tact wealth, up against any

concern the awe the

P1

earth. AH they considered that they need-
ed was to know where the and pro-
ceed methodically to protect their interests.
My first reports to them were that there
was danger: that Beaumont and Texas
generally would not amount to much In the

industry. But now there five more
gushers Beaumont added to the original
Lucas well, and the territory is
branching out. so that the situation is de-
cidedly serious for folks. Tho tre-
mendous amount coming Into sight
is an alarming feature; for what
do. when those Beaumont people will on
a Sunday turn loose a hundred thousand
barrels of oil. Just to amuse a crowd?
That's as much as the entire output
some fields. These facts what have
put us to thinking harder than ever
thought before."

Speculation the Increase.
already stated, the interest in the

Beaumont situation shows no abatement
Texas. the contrary, "material" Interest
is Increasing. Shares in companies
going as If the persons of small means

the country had been seized with a craze.
Orders roll In to agencies mail, tele-
graph and by long-distan- telephone. Not
less than $1,000,000 dollars In "cold cash," It
is estimated, has been paid for shares In
approximately seventy-flv- o companies thathae been chartered during the last thirty
days. Not more than a dozen these com-
panies own land the district. many
Instances promoters procure option on apiece prairie, organize a company with
tho name "Beaumont" fastened somewhere
in tho title, announcing anywhere from
S100.0CO to JL000.000 worth stock for sale
from 10 cents 50 cents per share, place thostock on sale with real estate agents on the
commission plan In the leading cities theState, and the oil-wi- ld public does the rest.
About a dozen companies exempt fromthis analysis status. They solid; as
tho sporting man would say, "they are'
the level"; they own lands and .tnn.ing wells; their shares being sold
comparatively high prices and not"boomed" the or side-sho- w

methods. There big wells open
Beaumont. They called "gushers," andthe name fits them. Combined, their ca-pacity is from 250,000 300,000 barrels

11 W day. They notbelnoperated, however, as pipe lines,and shipping facilities, as well as a marked
fn gooar1 BUt thCSe "

Fortnne. Made Beaamont.
Some big fortunes have been madeBeaumont, mostly by comparatively poorpersons, who have long owned land under

...in.ii mere is known to olL Con-gressman S. Cooper is known have
?ee.'Lve27,?nnate- - H,s property va,u

rated the way froma quarter to a half million dollars; MartinLittleton, formerly Dallas, now connect-ed officially with the law department
New Tork City, and a Tammany Hall lead-er, has come for a big hunch wealthHe married a grand-daught- er Judge
O Brien Beaumont Five thousand acresthe family land, worth a year ago

- - --u, acre, is rated now theTexas an oil-fie- ld rival the Standard's millions. Bart It has been sold fabn
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ious figures ro an .Eastern syndicate. Neal
Starke, the Dallas lithographer, comes in
on the same basis as Mr. Littleton. Ed.
Prather. former County Treasurer of Dal-
las County, has cleared up approximately
$150,000 profit on some heretofore Indifferent
land. George and Isaae Jaloale, Insurance.

agents of Dallas and San Antonio, are es-

timated to have operated so as to have
placed a quarter of a million dollars to the
good. M. A. Shumard of Dallas had a lit-

tle shack farm on the Neches, which he dis-
liked even to pay taxes on, and where he
stopped not more than thirty days In the
year.

On Tuesday last he sold a few acres of it
for $30,000 cash, and two days later organ-
ized an oil company among his friends, with
$300,000 capital, to develop the balance of the
property. XV. B. Sharpe, a professional well I

digger, has banked more than $100,000 since
last January, and besides has got n on
some of the best oil land In the district.
Wirt Davis, son of the late Judge Davis of
Dallas, has probably made not less than a j

million dollars through the increased value
of 11,000 acres of land. He has also organ-
ized a strong oil company to develop a part
of the Davis estate.

Morgan May Take a Hand.
There Is a report out down here that Mr.

Davis has been engaged by J. Plerpont
Morgan of New York to engineer an Im- - '

mense deal in Morgan's peculiar line tf
"harmonizing community of Interests." It
Is understood that behind Morgan stands
the Standard Oil Company and behind Davis .
stands Mr. Morgan. The plan Is said to bo
to concrete as many as possible of the best
companies owning land about Beaumont and
Sour Lake Into one powerful organization,
and at the proper time Mr. Morgan will
"finance" them and the Standard Oil Com-
pany will take them In. Scores of other
persons whose names are not obtainable are
known to have made much money at Beau-
mont.

Those who have made the most, of course,
are believed to be Messrs. Galey and Gulfey
of Pittsburg, Pa.,' and Professor Lucas of
Washington, D. C. who brought In the
Lucas well. Their profits cannot be esti
mated, but they are Immense. Fleming cf )

Corslcana sold one "gusher"' In the Beatty '
group and made more than a million. Dewey i

Heywood of Chicago was poor and drilling
largely on hope a week ago this morning, j

Now he could sell his "Heywood" well for a
million and, a half. More "gushers" will C
almost surely be brought In by the end of ' J
iicai wwk unu one or moro aauitionai mil-
lionaires developed by Texas oil.

HELD TO THE GRAND JURY.

Dairyman Skinner Denies Having
Killed Doctor Scruggs.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL
Memphis, Tenn.. April 20. Saturday after-

noon dairyman J. XV. Skinner, held by tho
police In connection with the assassination
of Doctor Hal S. Scruggs, was denied ball
In a habeas corpus proceeding before Crim-
inal Judge Cooper. The prisoner was re-
manded to the county Jail to await the ac-
tion of the Grand Jury on Tuesday. The
police have uncovered additional evidence,
and an Indictment charging the prisoner
with the crime is predicted by the police.

The evidence Saturday was all one-sid-

for the defense. Skinner denied all knowl-
edge of the assassination, though he stated
that he was on unrriendly terms with Doc-
tor Scruggs, and that they have had trpubl"
over political and other questions.

Upon the night of the tragedy he was at
home, so he .claims, and lg substantiated In
this contention by four men. including
Charles Qulnn. John Alduct and FrankHicks, neighbors and race horse men, who
were at home with him within a few min-
utes of the time when the crime Is alleged
to have occurred.

The evidence regarding his pistol Is very
conflicting. Skinner, on direct examination,
said that he had not seen the pistol in two
months. When closely questioned by At-torney General Yerger. he admitted that thepistol had been recently fired, but this oc-
curred, so he stated, at his home, and In
the presence of a eon. Carpenter Phillips
Is still In Jail.

Hot Springs Hotel Barns.
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
Bot Springs. Ark., April 20 The Hudglns

Hotel, valued at $5,000. was destroyed by
fire Saturday morning. The property was
Insured for $3,500.

Replies to Mayor's Offer That
He Will Defer to Wishes of

Party Leaders.

REPEAfS FORMER CHARGES.

Refuses to Consider Financial
Proposition Involved, De-

claring It a Wager.

George XV. Parker, the Republican can-
didate for Mayor In the recent election, Sat-
urday answered the letter addressed to him
by Mayor Wells on April IS in regard to

enter Into nesp.iper
in the letter that he will withdraw his
declination to contest and allow his name
to be be used by the party leaders in the
institution of a contest. Ho pleads illness
as an excuse for his delay in answtring thy
Mayer's communication.

Mr. came downtown about 1
o'clock Saturday afternoon. After a short
consultation with Attorney D. John-
son he went to his office in the Union Trust
building, where he dictated the reply to Mr
Wells.

When seen by a Republic representative
Mr. Parker said that ho was still suffering,
from the effects of the grip, but had coma
downtown expressly for the purpose of an-
swering Mr. Wells's letter.

"I take it," ho said, "that the challenge
to contest the election was Issued to the
Republican party, and to me per-
sonally. I have neither thj flnanciul ability
nor the time to take up the contest on my
own account, and will not fraake a personal
matter of it. I just j written a letter
to Mr. Wells, which will explain my posi-
tion fully. This is in tlie hands of At-
torney John D. Johnson, and tho president
or the St. Louis Republican Club, who will
give It out for publication if they see lit.
Tho club adopted resolutions authorizing
the contest, and the responsibility does not
rest with me."

Tho letter was to Mayor
Wells through his attorney, James L.

vw.

to

Mayor
made

the

the

about i o'clock In afternoon. In
tho with a

Mayor Wells said that such
literature might have been well enough
during the campaign, but that there was
no excuse for It at the present time.

"I consider Parker's reply." paid,
of him, and very poor

but I am not surprised at as It
Is quite In keeping with the order of things
which he and some of the men actively
engaged him were responsible in
the recent campaign. Instead of the letter
being a direct to my
It Is nothing more than a fcpeeeh,
and. I think, a very mediocre one, at that.
The confines himself entirely to

and fails absolutely to state facts.
"As to w r I shall to this letter.

I have not yet determined. I will have to
take matter under because
as I interpreted Mr. has not
stated definitely whether will or will not
1ol.n with mo In taking tht uusstlon Into

, ine courts, vvuu.ii i mo or.jy place wnere
, it can be properly discussed.

to have contented himself referring
the matter to his party managers, and I
am comp'etely at sea as to v. h.it these man-
agers may deelJe to do.

; It l.s neither my desire nor intention to
contesting the election. Mr. Parker states a or Icttci controvirsy

Parker

John

not

havo

transmitted

with Mr. Parker. The only way I will
sent to dKcuss this quubtion will lie in the
courts. Iheie It can he properly arial.vzcd
and settled upon Its As to Mr.
I'aiker's criticism cuncernlng the lluanclal
proposition In my letter to him, I
will that It is frequently ncce.is.iry. in
order to arrive- at definite conclusion-- , that
n bonus of tomo description lie required.
I am of the opinion in the matter now be-

fore us that a bonus v.ould not be out of
order."

An Executive Committee meeting was in
session for more than two hours the
St, Louis Republican Club, Vandev enter
avenue and Morgan Mrtet, Frldiy evening.
Present were most of the members who
have identified with the llerca cries of
fraud ard the contest movement ever since
the election. At the adjournment the

refused to announce what. If
any, action they had Uiion.

Robert C. Dav, president bf the club,
said to a Republic representative that no
delinite action had taken at the meet-
ing, but that the organization do.ibt-les- s

on the matter during the present
week. A member of the club stated that
the matter of finance was the main stum-
bling block In the of the contest.
Republicans who contributed to the cam-
paign are unwilling to throw good money

bad.
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i PARKER'S REPLY TO MAYOR WELLS.

St. Louis, April. 1901. Honorable Rolla Dear Sir Illness must
plead my apology for the delay in answering yours of the 18th, inviting me to a
legal contest over the office of Mayor of this city.

It Is proper to state that my of the 16th to the Republican Club, to
which you refer as the controlling cause of your action, was not written for

and if I had been consulted, the same would not have appeared In print.
My anxiety was to terminate all over the recent election, and only
regret that your letter will probably force a different result.

I see no reason to retract or modify the statements In my letter of the 16th Inst,
touching the use of fraud and force In the recent municipal election, and my
only-surpris- e Is that you "should feign Ignorance of these conditions conditions
so flagrant, and general as to shock the sense of Justice of the com-
munity and convince everybody who was open to fair conviction that the whole
tiling was the result of a assault upon the sanctity of the ballot.
WMla 1 do. not say, nor do I believe, that, you personally had anything to do
witn tnis teature oi tne recent unique penormance an election, yet I am
surprised at your Ignorance of the same.

In this connection I must remind you that prior to the election, during the
campaign, I publicly demanded that you with mo In the prevention of
fraud at the election. You must knowahat It Is easier to prevent fraud than to
expose and punish It; easier to stop repeaters than to follow up and prove their
work. I might rest here and decline the use of my name in the contest on the
ground that you had refused to Join In taking steps to secure a fair election,
and that after you wero seated In office you seek to cast the whole burden of
the proof of consummated fraud on me.

As to whether, under the restrictions and limitations thrown around an elec-

tion contest especially In Missouri these frauds can be uncovered to an extent
that will reverse tho declared result of the election, is a problem. It Is conceded
that the manipulators of the fraud and force brigade were "past masters" In this
new art of election methods, which has found a lodgement In Missouri under the
fostering care and guidance of the Democratic party, and I must confess to a
grave doubt as to the result of a contest, my conviction that the
Democratic candidates (not candidate, as you quote me as saying) now
In office under color of the recent election, the of the force and
fraud so employed. The deftness and facility with which an openly
forgery of the returns In the Election Commissioners' office were so speedily
utilized to unseat two Republicans In the House of Delegates, would Indicate that
the department of Justice will hardly be able to cope with and undo the results
of these expert manipulators of the elections which have so recently tarnished
the fair name of Louis, backed up as they are by the peculiar provisions of
what are known as the Police and Ncsblt election laws. I have never for a mo-

ment entertained the Idea of Instituting a contest In my own For
stated In my letter to the St. Louis Republican Club, I was not willing to even
consent to the use of my name in a contest, and an additional being that I
was opposed to opening up the strife and thereby diverting our people from
movements and measures for the promotion and success of the Exposition. It
was mainly on this further ground that I declined the use of my name in a con-

test. But as you have opened up the matter yourself, you have relieved me from
responsibility in the premises, I was anxious to avoid. In view of this, I'
have concluded to waive my personal objection to the renewal of the strife, and
will refer the matter of a contest and the of my name therein to my party
leaders, construing, as I do, your letter as a challenge to my party rather than
to me personally. I more Inclined to do this In view of your proposal to
waive all technicalities. By this I shall assume that you mean that In case of a
contest no obstacles will be thrown In the way of counsel by you or your party
friends In office, either In the steps necessary to the preparation of contest pa-

pers, or during the progress of the contest Itself, In obtaining access to the ballot
boxes, registration and voting lists, and tally sheets and returns the object on
both sides being to develop the real facts connected with the election as speedily
as possible, and without the interposition of technical or frivolous objections.

Referring to the money part of your proposition, I cannot entertain It.
Stripped of its specious guise of a possible donation to a worthy charity, it
amounts to nothing less than a wager between you and me on the result of the
conteat. to which I cannot subscribe and in which I cannot participate. On re-

flection, you will surely with me that It Is grossly improper that the par-

ties to an election contest for the highest municipal office of the city, and that
contest to be determined In a court of Justice, should Indulge In a bet or wager
as to the result. .

To my mind, the Issue which would bo involved in the proposed contest- - is
above and beyond all mere pecuniary consideration. It Is the sanctity of the
ballot which lies at the very foundation of our liberties and the perpetuity of our
institutions. Without Its protection and securltv. our dearest rights as citizens
are destroyed, and our existence as a people overthrown. I shall
therefore, regard a contest, however it may terminate as to Its results, so far as
you or I are concerned, as Invaluable to the public In whether or
not the election was fairly and the result honestly declared. With this
end in view, I will therefore notify my party associates that I my
previous declination and consent to the use of my name in tho institution and
conduct of a contest.

I have the honor to remain, very respectfully,

.vvvvwuuyuvuvvuywwvi

TAGGART PLANS FOR HILL.

Organizing the South Get Presi-
dential Nomination.

Chicago, April 2tt A dispatch to the Record--

Herald from Indianapolis says:
"If the plans that are being matured here

do. not miscarry. Taggart of this city
will be chairman of the Democratic
National Committee before end of thepresent year, and a systematic organization
begun throughout the States of South
and West to make David B. Hill of New

Blair, the
discussing reply Republic rep-
resentative,

Mr. he
"characteristic In
taste, It,

with for

reply communication.
stump

writer sup-
positions,

the advisement,
it, Parker

he

He appears
with

con- -

merits.

made

at

been

com-
mitteemen

determined

been
would

act

road

after

MR.

20, Wells.St.Louls:

letter
pub-

lication,
controversy

pronounced."

premeditated

called

notwithstanding
incorrectly

are beneficiaries
acknowledged

St.

behalf. reasons

reason

which

use

am

agree

demonstrating
conducted

withdraw

-

PREDICT LARGE WHEAT CROP.

Kansas Is Counted On to Produce
100,000,000 Bushels.

v
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Wichita, Kas., April 22. Implement men
who have been traveling about this State
within the last three weeks state .that the
wheat crop ln Kansas this year will, without
exception, be the largest ever raised here,.
ana inai ine crop win ai lease reacn iuu,uw,

York the nartv nominee for President at the 000 bushels. The croD last year arererated
next national convention." 75,000,000 bushels.

Entire Chartiers Valley Threatened With
Inundation Weather Bureau Issues

Warning People Panic Stricken.

Lives Are Lost, Law and Order Abandoned and a Reign of
Terror Prevails River at Pittsburcj Rising Nine Inches

an Hour Gravest Fears Entertained.

vwwwyywvwwWAAvvw
i WEATHER BUREAU'S BULLETIN.

jf

Washington, April 10. The Weather Bureau Saturday night Issued the follw-in- g:

The exce-si- e rains of the past twenty-fou- r to thirty-si- x hours over the upper
Ohio watershed ha.e" caused a very rapid and dangerous rise In the upper Ohio
River and its tributaries.

In anticipation of a Hood of decided proportions, warnings were Issued Satur-
day morning of a thirty-fo- ot stage at Pittsburg during Saturday night and a dange-

r-line stage or over below Pittsburg as far as Portsmouth, O.
At 7 p. m. the stage of water at Pittsburg was 21.6 feet. 2.6 feet above the dan

ger line, a rise of 7.2 feet since 8 a. m., and rising half a foot an hour.
At I'arkersburg the stage was 'H.S feet, a rise of 7 feet since 8 a, m., and 11

feet below the danger line, and still rising.
At Cincinnati the stage was 33.8 feet, a rise of 4.7 feet since 8 a. ra., and ris-

ing, but still 13 Teet btlow the danger line.
As. it is still raining over the upper Ohio Valley It Is Impossible Saturday night

to venture a definite forecast of the exact crest of the flood wave. It will, how-
ever, move rapidly down the Ohio River, and stages above the danger lines will
no doubt be reachtd as far as Cincinnati by Sunday night or Monday.

ItKI'UULIC SPECIAL. , were caught in the streets and are standing
New York, April 0. The big storm--In there now" tied with ropes to prevent their

some sections rain, In others both rain and being carried away.
mow, and in still others a veritable snow j Alone the Washington (Pa) branch of the

Pennsylvania Railroad the condition couMblizzard-wh- ich extended over a large part hardly be worse. The road Is practcallr .or thp Atlantic ?i!ilimril --.prt far.is .e---t waihed out To save DridKes the railroad
as Illinois, wrought its greatest fury in , officials ran cars loaded with heavy stone
Western Pennsylvania. en them, with the hope of holding them hy

In Pittsburg and the vicinity there were ' sheer weight,
big flcods and the loss of five or six lives. 1 Two lives were lost In .that section. Rosa
la some homes- the occupants were made t Schmidt fell in Carriers' Creek and was

by the Hoods. Steam railroads rled away before help couhl reach her. Rob-LLlte- red

heavy damage from landslides and "' Detwller attempted to walk down Into
washouts i hw cellar.A.. ... t. .. .. The water had carried away the coHar- -

steD3' but ln tne darkness Detwiler did notA dispatch ht sajs that a j notice this. He stepped off. landing in sixmunon uonars worm oi property uestroyea
Is the first day's result of the unexpected
noou mat is now sweeping tne Aiiegneny,
the Monongahela and Ohio valleys.

Every steam railroad running out of Pitts-
burg Is crippled. Some of them have aban-
doned all attempts to run trains until rush-
ing waters recede and landslides are
cleared away. In all the low lands of Pitts-
burg, Allegheny and the surrounding terri-
tory hundreds of persons were driven from
their homes.

The rivers are still rising, and It Is feared
the flood will be worse than that of 1SS4.

Heavy landslics carried away houses and
large sections of railway. Saturday night
pesons ac using skiffs. Instead of tolley
cars, to get to their homes. The Pittsburg
Baseball Club's grounds at Exposition Park
are six feet under water, and, in all proba-
bility, cannot be put into shape for the
opening' game next Friday. Every cellar of
tho houses ln Lower Alleghany has water
in it. ana, in some cases, persons naa to
vacate the upper rooms of their houses,-whic-

are now swirling" in the flood.
The worst plate is in and around Car-

negie, seven miles west.

At the Western wnue tne)
thVreside-nt- s officials they thewater came upon suddenly

they became panic-stricke- n. Th2

fhffior'fflSm ""Mstertrbeerhel& mV piayWS- negroes be-- $5& 8h0UM

J!eL?S "prealctfonVnrdently made that
moved from the SL"00 passed SLSSffilntnvlpntpii. frhlpf Pollen neortre
Foster and few nollcemen attempted to
arrest the and riot resulted. Sev-
eral men were seriously Injured before the
negroes could subdued.

iiau .10 nnrnmic.
The flood was caused by heavy rains all

over The Weather Bureau
gave no warning of It; and before the rain
that began Friday, had predicted fair
weather. Rain Jell most of yesterday, all
of last and part of y. At 10
o'clock ht all rivers thereabouts were

rising, and was not known where
thty swept some of was
business houses and homes too fast lor
the residents to save much. Merchants
could not put up their goods soon enough
to get them out of the way of the flood.

Cars of the Southern Traction Company'

COLD RAIN, SNOW, FLOODS

STATES AROUND KENTUCKY.

VAST VOLUMES OF COMISG.
Cincinnati, O., April 20. It too early to

predict the extent of the coming flood,

oil signs point of water that
must bring devastation of most serious
nature all along the Ohio River and Its trib-

utaries in Ohio, West Virginia and Ken-

tucky.
Telegraphic communication to-d- with

New Lork almost cut off. Points
in Ohio not fifty miles apart are communi-

cated with over lines stretching over several
hundred miles. few points In Northern
Ohio wero wholly cut off from telegraphic
reports.

Specials from the Upper Ohio Valley to-

night Indicate that great alarm among the
Inhabitants of towns along the Ohio River
and tributaries. The flood has already
reached many placea Though the rise was
more sudden ever before, all points
receive timely notice than In former
years on account of the extra vigilance of
the Weather Bureau.

Louisville, Ky.. April 20. streams,
continued Ugh winds and heavy precipita-
tion of rain and were conditions

OVATION FOR FRANCIS

IN KEW YORK.

REPUBLIC SPRGTAL.
New York, 20. What was intended

an ordinary "smoker" of the Southern
Society at Sherry's ht with music ac-

companiments, resolved itself an ova-

tion former Governor R. Francis of
Missouri.

Six hundred members of the society had
gathered pass evening, when
Augustus Van Wyck, president of the so-

ciety, entered the hall accompanied by
Governor Francis. cheers which greeted
the announcement of the society's honored
guests prolonged for fully three
minutes.
Judge Van Wyck escorted Governor Fran-

cis to the platform. Introducing him as the
guest of honor.

"He Iook3 good," said the president, "but
he does not look nearly so good as he. is."

Invited to St. Lou!..
remark caused renewed cheering,

which was gracefully .acknowledged. Gov-
ernor Francis then, ln the name of the St.
Louis Exposition of 1903, invited Souths
em Society as body to visit St. Louis-an- d

51?&
iti

rtf-raw-

feet of water, and was drowned. Every
manufacturing plant and
McKee's Recks had to close.

Pressed Steel Car Company's works
were also surrounded with water, and mea
had to swim out to places of safety.

Hundreds of thousands of dollars wortn
of damage war done ln and around MeKees-por- t.

Braddock and Wllmerdlng.
Panhandle Road Washed Oat.

AH along the Washington branch of the
Panhandle Railroad, the condition cou'd
hardly be worse. road practically
washed out. There are washouts at Bower
Hill. BrldnevIUe. Meadow Lane and Arden
on the Washington branch, and on the
Bishop and Miller's Run branch, which cots
off from Bridgeville to the mining territecy.
there no possibility of traffic, owlngto
the washouts and the flood that, runs orer

trarlcs.
To the bridges the railroad col

nfflfinl. ran oar loaded with heavy
this mnrnlnc TrlttT tho hODe of holdlna

nnm

be

be
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down hv sheer, weleht. The residents! of
rLower- - Allegheny; for the flrst tinte Id many
years, have become anxious at the threaten
ing prospects of nooa.

i j .. . t .u. i.. -- .. y ..-- . .. i Penitentiary,
profess that ar ln'. so ?0t

that Hundreds I 'f8? pSw Sh J, fcSrt
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hourr. The volume of water here is greater
than ln 1S84 and Is rising four inches SB
hour faster than ln that year.

NORTHEASTERS OHIO.
Cleveland, I.. April 20. The terrific stoma

of wind and snow which prevailed ln this
city and vicinity Saturday was one of the
most disastrous to telephone telegraph
service ever experienced here. The wind,
which came from the north, reached at
times a velocity of more than sixty miles
an hour. Hundreds or poles were xera
down, and wire communication with all

would stop. The flood Into points east cat

but

than
more

snow

Into

The
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off. The conditions west and south
but little better, although the telegraph
companies succeeded ln maintaining

with Chicago and CmcmnaM
throughout the day.

Ifi

day In many, of the States of the South.
Little damage was done by the wind, though
It is feared that in some localities young
crops have been stunted or killed by the
frost or cold.

At many points, particularly In Eastera
Kentucky, Eastern Tennessee and In Vir-
ginia the temperature was lower them
known ln a decade at this time of thenar--

The Big Sandy, Twelve Pole, Gnyandottfc
Tug and New rivers are at flood tide, aad
many thousands logs have been, swept

'away.
In West Virginia over a foot of snow hM

fallen In the last thirty-si-x hours. Ctadtaf
reports come from nearly all places heara
from in the upper Ohio Valley. Near
Blacksburg, S. C. a town on the 00001
Carolina and Georgia extension raflroaeV
the track was undermined oy tne nigs
ter. and to-d- a combination freight
nasfipnirer train ran into a washout.
train hand was badly hurt and another a
missing.

The water In all streams about Blaeha-bur- g
is higher than has been known tB

twenty years.
Throughout the entire Southeast the tele-

graph and telephone services are ln a badly
crlnnld condition.

At Atlanta, where high winds have
nravnllln: fnr rlnvs. tha maximum.
reachod Saturday morning, when the Teloc-
ity" recorded was fifty-si-x miles an hour.

to hold It3 annual meeting of 1903 In thai
city.

Governor Francis said:
"The date 1303 will be the anniversary

the purchase by President Thomas Jeffersoa
of the Louisiana Territory, wb.'ch has added
so much to the wealth and grc?tness OC
thl3 country. I take pleaure ln inviting
the Southern Society to hold Its annual
meeting of 1003 in St. Louis when that dtr
will show to the members t tho society Its
hospitality proverbial Southern hospltallt.
I can assure you that in St. Loula you will
come nearer to finding the trPical American
than In any other city of the country. X
want you to partake of that true Southern
hospitality which will be shown to yon in
St, Louis and hope that you will accept th
Invitation which I now extend to you.

"Xevr York I. Provincial."
"St. Louis and the surrounding country

produce most of the wealth of this country.
You are somewhat provincial here In New
York. The great metropolitan dallies con-'fln- e"

their columns to what occurs on Man-
hattan Island, and apparently forget that
there Is a great Southwest, which Is largely
represented ln making the wealth of this
country."

Judge Van Wyck replied for the Southern
Society and accepted the invitation for the
society to hold its meeting In 1903 In St
Louis. He said:

"The Southern Society will accept the In-
vitation of Governor Francis, and the meet
lng of 1903 will be held In his city."

Among the MIssourians present were Doe--
tor-J-. J- - Lawrence. E. G. Prindle. Revereaa
Ralph Walker, Harry W. Walker, Hamlltosi
m. jLawes, uunva xsoopwa,
Brown and Colonel J.;jt CarreJh'
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